

Adopted 3/28/17


Introduced by Council Members Hazouri and Gulliford and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Boyer, Morgan, Carter, Wilson, Becton, Love, Anderson, Dennis, Schellenberg, Bowman and R. Gaffney: 

RESOLUTION 2017-201-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING BOLLES HEAD FOOTBALL COACH CORKY ROGERS ON HIS RECORD-SETTING CAREER ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AS THE DEAN OF FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL COACHES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Charles Buxton “Corky” Rogers, IV was born in Michigan where his father was stationed during World War II, but soon returned to the family’s home town of Jacksonville where Mr. Rogers was first a journalist and then a long-time employee of the City’s parks department, and where Corky graduated from Lee High School as a three-sport athlete playing on the Generals’ 1960 unofficial state championship football team, the 1961 baseball state championship team and the basketball team; and


WHEREAS, after a year at the Florida Military Academy, Corky Rogers attended Georgia Tech on a football scholarship, playing for legendary head coach Bobby Dodd and earning a degree in industrial management, then returned to Jacksonville where he sold insurance briefly before beginning his career in high school football as an assistant coach at Ribault High School; and


WHEREAS, in 1972 Coach Rogers was named the Head Coach at Lee High School where he won 10 consecutive district titles from 1977 to 1986 and coached future Green Bay Packer stars Edgar Bennett and LeRoy Butler before leaving after the 1988 season with 141 wins over 17 seasons to take the head coaching position at the Bolles School; and

WHEREAS, the already-strong Bolles School football program became a dynasty under Corky Rogers’ leadership, winning 10 state championships between 1989 and 2011 and ultimately amassing a career record of 465-84-1 over 45 seasons of head coaching while mentoring thousands of players, hundreds of whom earned college scholarships, who went on to lead successful lives reflecting the values of discipline, integrity and perseverance constantly preached by Coach Rogers and his assistants; and

WHEREAS, Corky Rogers, the winningest coach in Florida high school football history and the fifth winningest coach in the nation, has been awarded the Life Membership Award from the American Coaching Association, was the 2004-05 National High School Coach of the Year and was inducted into the National Federation of State High School Associations Hall of Fame, the first Florida high school football coach to earn that honor; and


WHEREAS, Coach Rogers has recently announced his retirement from the game he loves after an astonishing career that positively influenced generations of his players and coaches, opposing players and coaches, football fans, the faculty, staff and students at Lee High School and the Bolles School, and the Jacksonville community at large; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Corky Rogers on the occasion of his retirement from one of the great coaching careers in high school football history, and wishes him the very best of health and happiness in the years ahead. His example of perseverance, dedication to excellence and sportsmanship stand as a testament to his values and an example for future generations to emulate.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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